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“As they traveled along the road they came to some water and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water.  Why shouldn’t I be baptized?’”
Acts 8:36-37

“Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.”

Acts 2:41

A.  Our Understanding of Baptism…

1. At ____FMC we believe that baptism is a sacrament.  According to Webster’s a sacrament is “any of certain Christian rites (i.e. communion, baptism) held to have been instituted by Christ and to convey God’s grace to us.”  This means that baptism is a gift from God that helps us to know Him and respond to Him a little better.
2. In the original language “baptize” is to submerge, to fully immerse in water.  There is little debate that the early church understood the word baptize to involve an individual being fully immersed (that’s why we baptize in a lake, pool, hot tub or baptism tank).
3. “Baptism” was used by Jewish sects both pre and post New Testament times:

i) as a purification ritual / washing.

ii) as a means of repentance (i.e. John the Baptist).

iii) as a mean of entering a community of faith.
Certainly, some of each of the above is involved in our present understanding of baptism.  But Christ did attach even more significance to baptism as we will see below.  Please note though, that as much as we understand about baptism, there is still some mystery connected to it!  In fact prayer, faith, the Trinity all have mystery connected to them!

B.  Why Should I be Baptized?

1. Because Jesus commanded it!  Should this not be reason enough?

Jesus said, “Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the Threefold Name:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Then instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you.”
Matthew 28:19-20 The Message version.

2. Because Jesus was baptized!  Why was Jesus baptized?  Perhaps it was to mark the beginning of His earthly ministry and to model baptism for us.
“Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.”
Matthew 3:13
“We know that we have come to know Him, if we obey His commands… whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did.”
1John 2:3-6

3. Because it symbolizes my ownership of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

i) Are ‘symbols’ important today in your life?  In our culture we wear wedding bands to symbolize our vows.  Why do we wear wedding rings?  Is it to help us remember our vows, is it for others to know we are married?  For many of the reasons we wear wedding rings, we are baptized.

ii) What is meant by “ownership”?  What is it to own Christ’s burial (“to be buried with Christ”) and to own His resurrection (“raised with Christ”)?  Essentially to own Jesus’ death is to acknowledge that He did this for me, that I needed Him to die for me.  To own His resurrection is likewise, to recognize that He did in fact rise from the dead and today He is alive and I know Him.

iii) The people of Israel also had a tradition to help them communally remember God-moments:  they would set up a ‘marker’ (i.e. a pile of rocks or an altar) at the site where God had performed a miracle.  So when the people of God crossed the Jordan river, they celebrated that God-moment by erecting a monument of 12 stones (Joshua 4:19-24).  Now, note the word “marking” in the Matthew passage above.  We can understand that baptism is a marker celebrating that I have “crossed over” to a new life in Jesus Christ.

“For when you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were also raised in Christ.”


Colossians 2:12

“The waters of baptism do that for you, not by washing away dirt from your skin but by presenting you through Jesus’ resurrection before God with a clear conscience.”

1Peter 3:21 The Message

(Further reading: Romans 6:1, 1Peter 3:2)
4. Because it is part of God’s design (i.e. Conversion, Confession, Community).  Remember Acts 2:41.  It seems that baptism serves the function of a ‘bridge’ to move us from outside the family into the family (from conversion into community).  Baptism is that moment we make a public stand to say ‘I am saved, and now a part of the family of God’.  Baptism is the ‘mechanism’ to help us integrate into community.

“You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
Galatians 3:26-28

“Your body has many parts – limbs, organs, cells, but no matter how many parts you can name, you’re still one body.  It’s exactly the same with Christ.  By means of His one Spirit, we all said goodbye to our partial and piecemeal lives…  This is what we proclaimed in word and action when we were baptized.”

1Corinthians 12:12-13 The Message

C.  Often Asked Questions

1. “What if I was baptized as an infant?”

i) Are there theological / doctrinal concerns with being baptized twice?

ii) Does this nullify what my parents did to me as infant?

Answer:  Remember the four reasons you should be baptized?  Have these been satisfied in the method of confession you used [i.e. infant baptism & then a confession of some sort]?  I personally was baptized as a child (Catholic), but this was only a religious rite of passage and seemed to have little to do with my conversion in my teens which was punctuated with baptism.

2. “Does baptism have to be under water – can I be sprinkled?”

Answer:  Why do you want to be sprinkled rather than submerged?  Is it fear or attitude?  If fear, then remember the four reasons you should be baptized?  Do any of these “reasons” seem to necessitate going right under?

3. “Do I have to speak in front of everyone?”

Answer:  Not necessarily but in the time you’ve been in the church how meaningful has it been when others told their stories?!
4. What if I have been raised in the church – do I still need to be baptized?

Answer: 1. The One you most want to be like was baptized! Why was Jesus baptized? Did He need to?  2. Part of the reason that Jesus was baptized was to lead others – He did it for others. Your baptism will impact others (your declaration of faith, your obedience, your saying “God whatever You say I do”). Isn’t right to encourage the Body of Christ? 3. And finally, clearly the Bible says to be baptized. Is obedience even if you don’t feel like it, important?
5. “Am I not saved, or less saved if I am not baptized?”

Answer: Nope, but why haven’t you been?  Attitude, obedience issue, too busy, haven’t gotten around to it…  Considering the importance of baptism [i.e. God commanded it], how weighty is your reason for not following through?
6. “Do I need to be re-baptized if I have backslidden?”

Answer:  The question here is what in the world is “backslidden”?  Remember the story of the “prodigal son” in Luke 15?  Did the son need to go through the rites of passage to re-enter the family?  Seems to me that all he had to do was ask forgiveness of the Father.
6. “What if I was baptized in another church?”

Answer:  Was it an evangelical church and did the experience satisfy the reasons for baptism that we covered?
7. “How old do I need to be to baptized?  Can my children be baptized?”

Answer: This is a very difficult question to answer because the Bible does not clearly state an age – and how could it?!  16 year olds were different in Bible times than they are today (they were often already married with children!).  Furthermore, in the book of Acts there are passages that state that not only was a parent baptized, but “he and his whole household were baptized that day”.  This obviously included children, but how old we do not know.  So at ______FMC it is not a question of age, but of maturity, and understanding.
The first words of advice we offer parents when they ask if their child is old enough are:
1. Do you understand and own the four reasons listed above?
2. If there is any doubt at all that your child may not be old enough then don’t!  We certainly don’t want to steal a very special moment by doing it too early in the child’s life – before the child has really owned the faith.

Here are some questions that will help us make a wise decision about your child:

Is your child old enough to understand “born again” (words Jesus used to describe Christianity, John 3:3)?

Does your child understand the four reasons to be baptized listed above (take your time moving through the verses together and making sure your child has some handle on each reason)?

Do you see in your child’s life evidence of their friendship with God?

Does your child understand the questions in section “F”. Baptismal Questions and Apostle’s Creed”?

Do you and (if applicable) your spouse feel comfortable that your child understands section “F”?

D.  Instructions for Baptism

1. Invite your family, friends and anyone else who comes to mind as you prayerfully think about the day.  Why do you think you should invite others?

2. Ask your small group, close friends, or family to pray for you as you prepare for the day.

i) Read through the verses in this booklet as well as your own devotional readings.

ii) Often people describe an internal “struggle” right up to the moment of baptism wondering: “should I do this”, “am I ‘good enough’”, “am I hypocrite”, “maybe I should wait”…  Baptism is not about how good or bad you are, it is a decision to be obedient to His Word and pursue Him!
iii. Sometimes people describe an outward struggle:  things not going their way.  Could just be life, and sometimes it could be satan – after all, would he want you taking this step?

3. Bring with you on that day:

· Big towel (we will provide baptismal gowns when possible)

· Dark coloured t-shirt and pants or shorts

· Change of clothes and grooming stuff (brush, makeup, etc.)

· Earplugs if you require them (you’ll be able to plug your nose).

· Plastic bag to bring wet things home.

· Someone to video or take pictures.

· Some chose to bring a face cloth to cover face while going under.

4. Arrive 30 minutes earlier to service to receive final directions / instructions.

5. You will hand your towel to attendant, and then enter baptismal.  Pastor will stand beside you, usually on your left.  You will cross your arms, you may hold pastor’s left arm and his/her right arm will be on your back (to make sure you make it back up!).  Relax, bend your knees and simply allow yourself to fall back into the water.
E.
Readings and Questions for Further Study

Acts 2:38, 8:12-13, 9:18, 10:47-48, 16:15, 16:33, 18:8.  These passages will give you further insight into how the early church understood and practiced baptism.
1. What is the book of Acts about?  What is the context?
2. How did the early ‘converts’ respond to the idea of baptism?

3. What did baptism seem to mean to their faith – based on the readings above?

4. How was it practiced – what seemed to be the procedure?
F.
Baptismal Questions & the Apostle’s Creed

1. Have you asked God to forgive you and now do you know that your sins are forgiven through faith in Jesus Christ?
2. Do you purpose now to live your life in pursuit of God?

3. Let’s repeat the words together of the Apostle’s Creed (foundational to our faith):

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and was buried; He descended into Hades; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Do you believe these things?

Then I baptize you in the Name of Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
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“And now what are you waiting for?


Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away,


calling on His name.”


Acts 22:16
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